LITTLE DOWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Main Street,
Little Downham, on Thursday, 29 November 2007 commencing at 7.00pm.

Present: Cllrs CM Frankland, in the chair, and DA Adams-Payne (7.05pm), CE Hall (7.40pm), EW Hall, 
RS Martin, BL Taylor (7.35pm), AJ White and KO Winters (7.07pm).
In attendance:  Dist. Cllr A Bailey and A Goodge, PCSO J Collins and 3 members of the public. 
These minutes should be read in conjunction with the agenda of the same date.

Vice Chairman’s Opening Remarks

The Vice Chairman opened the meeting and informed of Cllr R Pearl’s resignation on 24/11/07 due to new work commitments.  In light of no public being present and the Council only just being quorate at the start of the meeting, it was decided to bring Item 145/07 forward for PCSO Collins to give her crime report and leave.
145/07
PARISH CRIME MATTERS 


1. Police Crime Reports – Seven crimes were reported during November.  
2. To report recent events – The Police were dealing with a local youth on separate harassment and theft charges. 
142/07
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

1. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr H Atwal (who, couldn’t stay for the meeting but carried out the internal audit), Cllr CE Hall (lateness) and RC Stacey, County Cllr P Read and PC K Humble.  
143/07
TO ELECT CHAIRMAN 

1. It was proposed by Cllr D Adams-Payne, seconded by Cllr EW Hall that Cllr CM Frankland be nominated as Chairman.  There were no other nominations.  A vote taken was unanimous in favour.

RESOLVED: Cllr CM Frankland was duly elected as Chairman for the remainder of 2007/08.

The Clerk reported that notices informing of Cllr Pearl’s resignation had been put on the Council notice boards on 27/11/07 and notification sent to ECDC.  ECDC will write to the Council after 17/12/07 to instruct whether it can co-opt or will hold an election. The Clerk was asked to send a letter of thanks to Mr Pearl for his services to the Council. 
144/07
TO ADJOURN MEETING FOR PUBLIC FORUM – there were no members of the public present.
146/07
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS (Dist. Cllrs A Bailey & A Goodge) 
1. Cllr Bailey updated on the Mereham Enquiry and thanked the Council for its comments.  Cllr Goodge had no other comments. Dist. Cllrs will receive copies of the Council’s LDF comments. 
7.19pm
Three members of the public arrived.
147/07
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (County Cllr P Read) – No report on this occasion.
148/07
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

1. Cllr RS Martin declared a personal interest in item 152/07.1.2 because he farms adjoining land.
149/07
BYWAY 37 (PYGORE DROVE, PYMOOR) - 

1. To receive up-to-date reports (Mins.136/07.1) – Kate Day had emailed a reply to the Clerk but only one page was attached and the hard copy was still in the post.  The Clerk was instructed to write to Kate Day to request that a meeting be arranged with local landowners to discuss their concerns.  

7.35pm
Cllr BL Taylor arrived.

7.40pm
Cllr CE Hall arrived.
150/07
TO APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

1. RESOLVED: The minutes of the 11 October 2007 were signed as a true record following the amendment of the word Brawdle to Broadall at item 130/07.3.
2. RESOLVED: The minutes of the 8 November 2007 were signed as a true record. 
151/07
MATTERS TO REPORT 
1. (Min.125/07.1) Section 106 Funding – Notification that no Section 106 agreement is in place for Oak Farm Development – A Unilateral Agreement is in place and is held on file for reference.  Funds in lieu of public open space are available for Lt Downham Play Area railings, Pavilion disabled access and CCTV equipment in the recreation area.
2. (Min.136/07.1) Councillor In-house Training – The training took place on 20/11/07.  A total of 18 councillors attended (10 from Lt Downham, four from Lt Thetford, two from Coveney and one from Mepal parishes).  Cllr E Hall was unable to attend because of a prior engagement.
3. (Min.138/07.1) Pavilion External Locks - Locks have been changed. Repairs were also made to an internal front changing room door handle that was damaged restricting access.  
4. (Min.80/07.2) Request Stadia Sports to sponsor All Weather Court goals and nets – Stadia Sport had not replied to two letters requesting sponsorship.  The Clerk will obtain costs to replace.
152/07
PLANNING MATTERS 

1. To consider planning applications received:

1.1 07/01259/FUL Alan Cockerton, 6 Black Bank Road, Lt Downham – Change of use from Guest House, C1 (part of) to A1 hair salon and therapy room - RESOLVED: The Parish Council had no concerns.
Cllr RS Martin refrained from taking part in the discussion and decision of the following item.
1.2 07/01299/OUT Mr M Cornwell, 45 Ely Road, Lt Downham – Outline application for dwelling on part of the land (demolition of existing bungalow) - RESOLVED: The Parish Council had no concerns.
1.3 07/01321/FUL Mr R Ure, Fodder Fen Farm (Ely Eventing Centre), Downham Common Lt Downham – Change of use from paddock to horsebox and car parking for regular equestrian events - RESOLVED: The Parish Council had no concerns. The Parish Council supports this application to encourage rural activities.
2. Planning correspondence:

2.1 ECDC – re application 07/01219/FUL enquiry - With regards to National and Local policy to maintain/enhance the sustainability of local communities, does the Parish Council support the irreversible loss of a community hall in Pymoor? - Request for comment regarding the demolition of the Women’s Institute building to erect a dwelling house – The Parish Council sadly supports the loss of the Women's Institute Hall due to the fact that parishioners are able to use or hire the Methodist Chapel room or Pymoor Social Club for their functions, which are considered are more modern and better equipped. 
2.2 Local Development Framework (East Cambridgeshire) – Core Strategy Amendment – Preferred Options Consultation – To approve amalgamated comment to send to ECDC by 30/11/07 deadline – Following prior circulation of the consultation documents, a draft comment was compiled by the Chairman, Vice chairman and Clerk for consideration by the Council.  It was proposed by Cllr DA Adams-Payne, seconded by Cllr CE Hall to approve the comment.  A recorded vote was requested and taken in which the result was as follows:  Against: KO Winters.
For: DA Adams-Payne, CE Hall, CM Frankland, EW Hall, RS Martin, BL Taylor, A White.

RESOLVED: The Local Development Framework draft comments were approved and will be sent to East Cambs District Council by 30/11/07.   
For information only:

ECDC - Applications approved: 07/00497/FUM, 07/00966/FUM, 07/01050/FUL, 07/01077/FUL, 07/01088/FUL, 07/01107/FUL, 07/01109/FUL, 07/01117/FUL, 07/01118/FUL, 07/01077/FUL,

ECDC - Applications refused: 07/01057/OUT, 

Planning Inspectorate Appeals Decision: Site at Mount Pleasant Farm, 66-68 Main Street, Pymoor – Appeals are dismissed and enforcement notice is upheld with corrections and variations.

153/07
FINANCE 
1. Monthly Internal Audit - The Audit was carried out by Cllrs H Atwal and CM Frankland.

2. BT Billing Charges – to approve direct debit mandate for pavilion phone line and receive confirmation of Youth Group’s commitment to reimburse all costs – The Youth Group confirmed will pay installation and quarterly rental of the Broadband.  

RESOLVED: To approve the direct debit of the Pavilion phone line and request confirmation from the Youth Group of total grant available to cover telephone and Broadband costs.
[1]
3. Councillor Professional Development Training Stages I, II & III available with £15 discount if booked between March and May 2008 – Cllr Adams-Payne might be interested if available.
RESOLVED: To authorise payment of £105 to CALC for Cllr Adams-Payne to attend Councillor Professional Development Training Stages I, II & III 





[2]
4. To approve bills and other items for payment
4.1 RESOLVED to minute the following items that required paying prior to this meeting (in accordance with the Council’s Finance Regulations clause 6.4):
	303
	Lt Downham Village Hall
	Room hire 
	£ 120.00
	[1]

	304
	Lt Downham Village Hall
	Room hire 
	£ 56.00
	[1]

	305
	Pymoor Social Club
	Council Surgery Room Hire 03/10/07
	£ 8.00
	[2]

	306
	T Chambers 
	Book Café Manager’s honorarium
	£ 165.00
	[1]

	307
	D Ford
	Bus Shelter cleaning
	£ 35.00
	[3]

	308
	St Leonard’s Church
	Photocopying
	£ 11.59
	[2]

	309
	Farm Forestry Co Ltd
	Community Orchard hedge plants
	£ 260.27
	[4]

	310
	Suffolk ACRE Ins Services
	Annual block insurance 
	£ 1162.80
	[5]

	D/D
	BT
	Pavilion phone installation
	£ 189.38
	[1]


4.2 RESOLVED that the following items be paid: 

	311
	All Wire Electrical Services
	Pavilion East wall light repairs
	£ 44.20
	[1]

	312
	BJ Waller Ltd
	Pavilion external locks and addtnl keys
	£ 79.73
	[1]

	313
	Truelink Ltd 
	Grass cutting
	£ 550.85
	[1&4]

	314
	CALC
	In-house training & travelling exps
	£ 159.20
	[2]

	315
	Farm Forestry Co Ltd
	Delivery of late trees
	£ 11.75
	[4]

	316
	MA Wardle 
	To fit Pavilion locks & door repairs
	£ 50.00
	[1]

	318
	JM Wardle
	Clerk’s salary
	£ 1249.59
	[6&7]

	319
	Cambs County Council
	Local Government Pension Scheme 
	£ 370.07
	[8]

	320
	F Fernandes 
	Handyman salary & expenses
	£ 157.38
	[6]

	321
	J Wardle reimbursement
	Bus shelter cleaning (D Stow)
	£ 25.00
	[3]

	322
	JM Wardle
	Clerk’s expenses
	£ 76.70
	[9]


4.3 Bank Balances as at 29/11/07 Reconciliation (Balances do not include unreconciled entries)

	Current Account
	4177.70
	– General Fund

	Deposit Account
	50967.38
	– General Fund

	Countryside Account
	3400.14
	– Earmarked for Lt Downham Preservation Area

	LD Rec Fund
	 3185.61
	– Earmarked for Lt Downham Recreation Area

	Pymoor 106 Account
	 1131.15
	– Earmarked for Pymoor Recreation Area


154/07
PUBLIC MATTERS 

1. Public Bus Survey Report (Cllrs B Taylor & O Winters) (Min.128/07.2) – The survey is still ongoing.  Cllr Winters will produce a formal report of his results in due course.
155/07
COMMITTEE REPORTS 


1. Admin & Finance Meeting 08/11/07 – Budget proposals and Precept recommendations 2008/09 – With Section 106 funding in place for Oak Farm, the Council approved the Committee’s recommended budget proposals for 2008/09 with relevant amendments under Capital Projects.  
It was proposed by Cllr CE Hall, seconded by RS Martin and unanimously agreed.

RESOLVED: To approve the budget proposals for 2008/09 with amendments and inform ECDC that the Precepts estimate at this time is £59034.
156/07
YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

1. Youth Action Group Report – At its AGM in November, the Youth Group elected some new Committee members.  Payment is awaited for the reimbursement of the new phone line costs.
157/07
HIGHWAYS 


1. CCC Reply re matters reported from previous meetings (Min.130/07.2)
1.1 Black Bank Road, Lt Downham – At 5.9m wide, Black Bank Road is one of the wider ‘class C’ roads in the area.  The lack of white lines on patching approximately 90metres in length of the one mile straight road is not considered an immediate issue but will be included in future works program.  
1.2 B1411, Cophall Drove to Pymoor – Whilst uneven, driving to the conditions of the road presents little hazard.  It will be put forward for a bid in future capital maintenance schemes, but there’s no guarantee of funding.

1.3 Tower Road, Lt Downham – The dyke has been cleared at Park Lane.  
1.4 Pymoor Lane, Pymoor – Considered no vertical faces or edges that require urgent attention, will put on list for resurfacing if budget becomes available.  It was reported that the footway has been resurfaced and thanks were expressed from the Council for good work.  


2. To report current matters of concern to CCC 

2.1 Footway, Pymoor Lane – Request that the bank be shored or built up.

 
2.2 Adventurers Drove, Oxlode - Concern regarding a severe dip before The Bungalow. 
3. Black Bank Road Working Group Report (Cllrs B Taylor & O Winters) – Concern that the verge and road looks the same.  Write to David Groom (CCC) to request white lines and road studs as a priority. 
158/07
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Environment Agency – update of Environment Agency’s actions relating to Cophall Drove (Min.132/07.1) – Letter from Environment Officer, Mr I Hill, read. The Council agreed to allow the Environment Agency to deal with the matter.  The Council will monitor the situation.
2. CCC – Street Lighting Maintenance and Energy Charges 2007/08 and 2008/09 – 

RESOLVED: To continue with Cambridgeshire County Council Street Light Maintenance and Energy Agreement for 2008/09.







[3]
3. Lt Downham Feoffees School PSA – Request for donation toward replacing bark round the fort with a more permanent material – The Clerk will contact ECDC about S. 106 funding.
4. Anglian Water – Reply to Parish Council’s letter in support of local residents’ request to improve the terminal pumping station at Cowbridge Hall Road (Min.83/07) – The Council is concerned that there doesn’t seem to be a back up generator.  The Clerk will reply asking if Anglian Water accepts that these events should happen, because the Council finds it totally unacceptable.
5. ECDC – Report of the Parish Remuneration Panel for Members’ Allowances – To appoint a working party to consider recommendations and report to next meeting (Min.173/06.3 & A& F Comm. Min.10/06.2 08/03/07) – RESOLVED:  Members declined to claim Members’ Allowances.
6. CCC – Consultation on the Introduction of the National Standard Planning Application Form (1APP) – consultation deadline 21 December – Cllrs Taylor and Winters volunteered to review the consultation and report to 11/12/07 meeting for the Council to approve a comment.
7. East Cambs Community Safety Partnership – Priorities Survey - consultation deadline 14 December – No comment
For information only:

8. ECDC Street Name & Numbering – 6 Black Bank Road, Lt Downham 

9. ECDC Tree works – Weeping Willow, Townsend & 59A Ely Rd, Sycamore, 17 Main St Lt Downham

159/07
REQUEST OF ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING - None
9.50pm
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

160/07
HUMAN RESOURCES 

1. Handyman replacement required for weekly pavilion and recreation area requirements – Defer decision to next meeting for enquiries to be made locally.  The Clerk is currently emptying dustbins on Mondays.  Cllr Adams-Payne volunteered to help clean the pavilion in the interim.
10.05pm The Council meeting was reconvened.  
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 10.05pm.

*Powers
[1]
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s. 19
[2]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 111
[3]
Parish Councils Act 1957 s.1

[4]
Open Spaces Act 1906 ss. 9 & 10

[5]
Local Government Act 1972 ss. 114 & 140 (1) as amended
[6]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 112 
[7]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 151
[8]
Local Government Pension Scheme Regs 1997 4 (5) Statutory Instrument 1997/1612 (as amended)
[9]
Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1963 s. 5
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